In the Know

Girl Scouts of Louisiana —Pines to the Gulf

May 2008

INFORMATION FOR ALL

Early Bird Registrations - Annual Membership
Dues are $10 per member (girl and adult). All
currently registered girls and two adult members
in each troop will receive $2 off their Annual
Registration Dues if their registration is received
by the June 17 deadline. Council Coupons will
be included with your registration packet and
must be completed and submitted with your
registration forms. Each troop member who
registers early will also receive an Early Bird
2008-2009 patch. Take advantage of this
opportunity today.

Summer Meetings — Try to meet with your
troop several times during the summer. Summer
is a good time to take those longer field trips, or
to have a pool party. Be sure to check
Safety-Wise as you are planning your activities.

Come to the Strategy Café

Please plan to attend a strategy café meeting to
meet the officers and directors of your new
council. We want to hear from you, the
members of Girl Scouts of Louisiana — Pines to
the Gulf. There are two more meetings left: in
Shreveport on May 5 at 6:30 p.m. at the Christ
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 1204
Crabapple Drive; and in Monroe on May 6 at
the Ouachita Parish Public Library, 1800 Stubbs
Avenue at 6:30 p.m. Mark your calendar now
and join us for cookies, coffee and conversation
about the direction of our new council!

Recognition Receptions Coming Up in
Shreveport and Monroe

Please plan to attend one of the Recognition
Receptions being held in May. The reception for
the Shreveport Service Center area will be held
Saturday, May 17, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
Louisiana State Exhibit Museum. The reception
for the Monroe Service Center will be held
Friday, May 23, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of Monroe.

Day Camp — Leaders, please talk to the girls
and adults in your troop about the process of
registering for camp. We do have financial
assistance available. If you have any questions
please visit our website at
www.girlscoutspinestoqulf.org or call the council
service center. There is a late fee for those
registering after the deadline. All day camps
need volunteers. Encourage the parents in your
troop to volunteer one or more days.

* " Council Shop — Our council has three
retail stores for your shopping
convenience. Please visit us at any of
the following locations and see the new

gift items available for girls earning their

Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards.

Lafayette Service Center

1720 Kaliste Saloom Rd., Suite C-1
Lafayette, LA 70508

337-984-1142

Shreveport Service Center
3921 Southern Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71106
318-868-7322

Monroe Service Center
102 Arkansas Avenue
Monroe, LA
318-325-2691

Congratulations to Neesha Siriwardane,
Troop 387 in Ruston, who took first place in the
State Science Fair in the Fuels and
Transportation Division, Junior High level, for
her experiments with bio-fuels. She has been
active in Girl Scouts since 2000.

What’'s Happening? Be sure to check the
website periodically during the summer to find
latest news and activities!
www.girlscoutspinestogulf.org



BROWNIE GIRL SCOUTS

Brownie Girl Scouts and Junior Girl Scouts may
attend an Etiquette Workshop at Morningstar
Baptist Church, 5340 Jewella Ave., Shreveport,
on May 24. These classes help children and
teens by teaching them social development
techniques, poise, confidence and character.
Contact Vershelle Taylor at 318-868-7322 for
more information.

JUNIOR GIRL SCOUTS

Tip-A-Canoe Workshops — beginning canoe
workshops for girls who will be entering the fifth
grade this fall and for older girls who have not
attended a Tip-A-Canoe event before. The cost
is $4 per girl and includes a patch. These
workshops fill up fast, so register early. Consult
the flyer or the website for more information.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

The Training Department Needs You. The
training section of Volunteer Services is in need
of committed enthusiastic volunteers willing to
donate a minimum of three hours of their time
conducting Girl Scouts of Louisiana — Pines to
the Gulf approved trainings once every three
months. More volunteer trainers would allow the
training department to provide much needed
trainings throughout the council. If you're
interested please contact the volunteer services
specialist at the council service center in your
area. The volunteer services specialists are:
Shreveport — Claire Schroeder

Monroe — Angela Nash

Lafayette — Misty Fontenot or Karen Gallaspy

Lifeguard and CPR/First Aid Training

For Lafayette Service Center Area

If you need Lifeguard or CPR/First Aid training
and can take it in Lafayette, please call Karen at
984-1142. Courses are being scheduled in the
near future.

Need Training? Please contact the volunteer
services specialist at your council service center
if you still need training and would like to come
in during the summer to complete your training.

We will be setting up trainings as needed over
the summer.

When your girls bridge, you do too! Call the
council service center to schedule level training
this summer.

Service Unit Recognitions - Recognize those
outstanding volunteers in your service unit who
go above and beyond the call of duty! Review
the criteria and fill out the forms or write a letter
today! Contact your Adult Recognitions Chair,
Service Unit Coordinator, or your local service
center volunteer services specialist for
assistance.

OTHER INFORMATION

Schlitterbahn® Water Park on Galveston
Island, TX. will be hosting Girl Scout Days at
their park this summer. Dates are June 1-29,
2008 (Sundays through Fridays only), August
11-22, 2008 (Monday through Friday only), and
Sunday, September 7, 14, and 21. Tickets are
$23.99 during this time. There are also meal
bands available. Troops will need to complete
the Summer Season Order Form on the park’s
website, www.schlitterbahn.com.

Special Performance for Girl and Boy Scouts
at Cite des Arts in Lafayette

Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts are invited to attend
a special scouting performance of A Dragon In
The Mix, a witty fairy tale spoof that is good
family fun. There is a theatre workshop for
scouts that can help you earn a badge on
Saturday, May 17, at 12:30 p.m. and the show
begins at 1:00 p.m. Discount admission is
$5.00. Please call Jennifer at 337-780-8555 to
make reservations.

New Council Identification Strips Are Here!
We know that everyone has been anxiously
awaiting the arrival of the council identification
strips. They're here and we’re excited to offer all
girls who were registered before January
2008 new council identification strips free of
charge! In order to receive ID strips for your
troop or individually registered girls you must
complete the Welcome to Girl Scouts of
Louisiana — Pines to the Gulf Flyer and submit it
to your local council office.



Celebrate the Family Festival

The Wellspring will be holding the thirteenth
annual Celebrate the Family Festival on the
Neville High School campus in Monroe on May
31, 2008, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is
free so come bring your troop and enjoy games,
prizes, food and more! Also, they are seeking

volunteers to help with games and face painting.

If you or your troop is interested in volunteering,

please contact Stephanie Clark at
318-325-2691, ext. 17.

In case of an emergency after hours, call the council
service center at 337-984-1142 and follow the
emergency procedures. Someone will return your call.

DATES TO REMEMBER
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. SUMMER LEADER MEETINGS — Set a date now for your service team-planning
meeting. All plans should be completed by August 1.

. STRATEGY CAFES IN MONROE AND SHREVEPORT — Please encourage
your leaders to attend the strategy café in their area.

. REGIONAL MEETINGS — Please set a September date, time, and place for
Regional Meetings. Send that information to the council service center via your
membership specialist by July 1.

. RECOGNITION RECEPTIONS — Remind your members about the Recognition
Receptions. They are in honor of all volunteers, not just those receiving awards.
They are free of charge, refreshments will be served and there will be door
prizes.

. SERVICE UNIT TEAMS - Please meet with your membership specialist and
volunteers to work on filling your Service Unit Team Positions for the 2008 - 2009
Membership Year.




